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Introduction for parents

At Wickersley School and Sports College, we offer a strong, broad, balanced curriculum tailored to meet the needs 
of individuals, so that we can remove barriers to learning and allow all students to succeed in their learning. We 
want to encourage a love of learning, to develop a passion for subjects, and to broaden students’ horizons beyond 
the narrow context of the school.

By Year 9, most students have a clear idea of their strengths, ambitions and areas of interest, and by offering some 
choice at this stage we want to engage students as partners in their learning. We therefore ask students to spend 
time on their chosen areas in Year 9.  These courses are not externally examined; they aim to enrich students’ 
wider knowledge and learning, and explore and experiment, develop a passion for their subjects, and to encourage 
mastery and a depth of learning, rather than simply focusing on covering and regurgitating the content. A strong 
academic core of English, Maths, Science, PE, PSHE, History, Geography and MFL run alongside these options.

For Year 10, students will then choose four GCSE options to study to the end of Year 11. 

In this booklet, you will find information about the subjects available for Year 9 options. Students will choose 2 suites 
of subjects that they will study on a carousel over the year. This will give them a much clearer understanding of 
which subject they would like to continue with into Year 10 and 11.

More information will be available at the options evening on Wednesday 26th January. So it would be lovely if you 
could attend the evenings presentations.

If you have any questions relating to subject specifications, please contact the subject leader identified at the end of 
each specification. If this does not resolve your query, please feel free to contact one of the following:

Mrs N. Tipper (ntipper@wickersley.net) or Mr D. Wong (dwong@wickersley.net)

For more information, please contact Mrs N. Tipper (ntipper@wickersley.net) or Mr D. Wong (dwong@wickersley.net)
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Where can I go for more information?

Careers Office located in F Block, under the stairs at the end of the Drama corridor.

Students can call in to speak to our careers/post-16 transitions advisor (Rachel Mullins) for information and support 
around the options decision-making process. 

Any parent wanting a meeting can email rmullins@wickersley.net for careers advice and visit www.wickersley.net/
careers-central/ for a range of useful information and links.

Further useful information: 
• National Careers Service - nationalcareers.service.gov.uk 

Detailed information on a wide range of job roles and skills/subject knowledge required.
• Prospects Careers - prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors 

An insight into different job sectors.
• Icould - icould.com 

A range of short careers videos.
• UCAS - ucas.com/careers-advice 

General jobs and careers information. 
• UCAS - ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs 

Particular job roles which can be explored via subject areas.

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk prospects.ac.uk/ icould.com

ucas.com/careers-advice ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs

You can find more careers advice resources on the school website - www.wickersley.net/students/careers/

For more information, please contact Mrs N. Tipper (ntipper@wickersley.net) or Mr D. Wong (dwong@wickersley.net)

http://www.wickersley.net/careers-central/ 
http://www.wickersley.net/careers-central/ 
http://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk
http://prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors
http://icould.com
http://ucas.com/careers-advice
http://ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs
http://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk
http://prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors
http://icould.com
http://ucas.com/careers-advice
http://ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs
http://www.wickersley.net/students/careers/
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Options for Year 9

Subject leader contact information can be found on each course page.

Art

Textiles

Photography

Graphics

Food

Hospitality

Construction 

Engineering

Materials Technology

Acting & Drama 

Music

Film Studies

Dance

PE

Sports Studies

Sports Science

Childcare

Health & Social Care

Pyschology 

Sociology

Religious Studies

Citizenship

IT
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Art
After experiencing a range of media in year 7 and 8, the Art department is confident you know more than 
enough to take the challenge of developing quality artwork. Basic skills learnt in drawing and painting will 
be improved upon and put into practice and used to produce interesting, quality work. You will be able to 
develop your skills through workshop sessions, learn how to create a sketchbook full of high-quality studies 
and gain a great sense of achievement from your final ideas/pieces.  

What will I study in Year 9?

In Year 9 students will respond to Artists research exploring both technical and expressive ways of working with a wide range 
of materials. Students will extend their work linking to design ideas and the use of composition. Students will experience 
workshop-based lessons to help develop their technical skill in the 2D elements of Art for example, pen and ink, painting, oil 
pastels, drawing and collage work. During this time students will learn about the content needed to make successful study 
sheets, different ways of presenting their work and how to annotate the development of their work.   

How would this progress into Year 10 and 11?
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Graphics
Year 9 Graphics is designed to give students the chance to develop and extend their creative and 
technological abilities, whilst showing them the type of work that ‘real-life’ Graphic Designers do. 
This course is a very practical and creative course, and builds on the graphics skills and knowledge 
gained throughout Year 7 and 8.

What will I study in Year 9?

Year 9 Graphics projects are designed to cover the several areas of graphic communication, which might include:
• Advertising and Branding
• Packaging Design
• Illustration and character design
• Typography
Example projects include the Urban Style Footwear Branding Project, and The Movie, Game or Book Relaunch/
Promotional Project.

How would this progress into Year 10 and 11?
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Hospitality and Catering
Hospitality and catering will help you to develop many useful skills, such as knowledge of the 
catering and hospitality industry, practical food preparation, cooking and service skills and an 
ability to work in a professional manner in a catering environment.

What will I study in Year 9?

You will investigate the catering and hospitality industry and learn about the local, national and international 
employment opportunities within it.  You will also learn about restaurants, types of menus and food service. 

In Year 10, Pupils study what makes a successful Hospitality business, customer service and how a kitchen and 
restaurant operates, experiencing this through a visit to a local restaurant. Pupils also study nutrition which they use 
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Construction
The subject is designed to support learners to develop an awareness of construction processes. 
It mainly supports pupils who want to learn about the construction industry from the build 
perspective. It provides learners with a broad introduction to the different trades involved in the 
sector, the importance of safety and security, and the types of career opportunities available in the 
wider world.

What will I study in Year 9?

In Year 9 pupils will look at developing basic constructions skills such as joinery, wallpapering, tiling, installing 
electrical sockets and decorating. Pupils will also gain an insight in how to complete risk assessments to minimise the 
risk of hazards, be able to cost projects and produce manufacturing plans as real tradespeople do to be successful 
in the industry. Pupils also look at the key stages of construction projects from the planning stages to the hand over 
to the client, as well as looking at the different jobs of people involved in projects. Pupils also undertake learning 
looking at the importance of safety and security in construction looking at different legislations which impact how 
things are done in the industry.

How would this progress into Year 10 and 11?

Please note that this is subject to change due to the course being reformed. You will be made aware of any changes when they are published by the exam board.

In Year 10 and 11 pupils will complete coursework and an exam.

• Unit 1 - Introduction to the Built Environment- 40% externally assessed through a 1h 30min on-screen 

examination featuring short and extended response questions. 

• Unit 2 - Constructing the Built Environment- 60% Coursework which is internally assessed.

Pupils are graded at Level 1 Pass, Level 1 Merit, Level 1 Distinction, Level 1 Distinction*, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 Distinction*  

What skills will I need?

• The ability to solve problems
• The skills of project-based research development and presentation
• •
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During lessons, you can expect to be finding solutions to problems to  
ensure a product is fit for purpose, including:
• Learning about materials
• Design processes
• Engineering processes
• Safe use of tools and equipment
• Maths that engineers use.

In Year 10 pupils will continue to develop practical skills and knowledge required to be successful in Year 11 with 
coursework. Pupils will also undertake learning required to be successful in the exam which is sat in Year 10 and 11.

Unit 1 -  Manufacturing Engineering Products     - Coursework 40% overall grade which is internally assessed.
Unit 2 -  Designing Engineering Products     - Coursework  20% overall grade which is internally assessed.
Unit 3 - Solving engineering problems - Examination 40% overall grade which is externally assessed.  

Pupils are graded at Level 1 Pass, Level 1 Merit, Level 1 Distinction, Level 1 Distinction*, 
Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 Distinction*

Engineering
Engineers can have a major impact on industry and society. The achievements they have made 
have improved the quality of everyday life, from machines used in hospitals to keep us safe and 
healthy and work into the transport we use to get around and how we enjoy our leisure time. 
Engineers are able to find solutions to problems, whether it is adapting or combining materials 
used to produce a product to make it withstand severe weather conditions or fixing materials 
in a different way to make something more portable. Problem-solving is critical to working in 
engineering.

What will I study in Year 9?

In Year 9 pupils will complete a range of practical projects learning basic engineering skills. To start pupils will 
complete practical work that develops skills using workshop hand tools. Pupils then move on to learn how to use 
equipment such as the pillar drills and centre lathes to make more complex projects. Pupils will also be developing 
an understanding of  CAD/CAM technologies and know how we can use computers to design and manufacture 
components using the laser cutter and 3D printing. Pupils will complete a portfolio/ booklet of work each project 
which include learning how to complete risk assessments, complete documents showing key stages of production 
and be able to evaluate their work. Pupils will also learn how to independently read engineering drawings to 
manufacture parts and also be able to produce engineering drawings, these include sketching, isometric and 3rd 
angle orthographic projection drawings.

How would this progress into Year 10 and 11?

What skills will I need?

• 
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Materials Technology
If you loved your Materials Technology lessons in Year 7 and 8 then why not continue! In Year 9 
we give you more time to explore your interests and experiment with a wide variety of materials 
including wood, plastic, metals and to design and make innovative products. You will have the 
opportunity to be more creative with your design ideas so that the products you make are very 
much your own!

What will I study in Year 9?

• Designing and making a range of products, based on your design briefs. 
• Graphical communication techniques, sketching and computer-aided design. 
• Specific use of machines and hand tools including the 3D printer and laser cutter. 
• Theory-based information related to specific materials.
• Communicating the design process.

How would this progress into Year 10 and 11?

In Year 10, we run it as a “mock year” and run a mock NEA project where students design and make an educational 
toy, along with an accompanying sketchbook. There is no external assessment in year 10. The GCSE is a 50/50 
Exam/ NEA split which is as follows:

Written Exam: 
Testing your knowledge of designing and making and the processes used in the workshop and industry. Learning for 
the exam component is built into the designing and making projects, as well as dedicated lesson time.

Non- Exam Assessment: 
This involves a substantial design and make task which is set by the exam board. This current year 11 have been 
working on “circular economy” and “space” contexts which are purposely open to allow for creativity. Projects 
include upcycled bicycle parts into clocks and child toys. Other projects include storage and furniture. Students will 
hand in a working prototype, a sketchbook and a formal A3 design sheet portfolio which includes investigating, 
designing, making and evaluating. 

What skills will I need?

• Good drawing skills.
• Analytical skills.
• Competent making skills.
• Problem-solving skills.
• Innovative ideas.
• A mature, industrious, well-behaved approach to working and learning.

What happens in lessons?

Students learn practical and designing skills and are given the responsibility to replicate the design and make 
process as it is in industry. This subject enables students to foster their imaginations, creativity and passion for the 
world we live in. Lessons will be a mixture of practical, design and theory lessons, with an emphasis on the practical. 
The course is delivered through a series of projects, which concentrate on different types of materials.

For more information, please contact Mrs K. Mitchell (kmitchell@wickersley.net)
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Acting & Drama
You should choose Acting & Drama if you enjoy performing plays, portraying different characters 
and enjoy a practical-based subject. You should have excellent group work skills and also be 
prepared to write about your own ideas in detail. You may have other performance experience or 
want to try something new. The important thing is to be confident about performing to an audience 
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Film Studies
If you pick Film Studies you will develop many useful skills and will participate in both practical and 
theory lessons. You’ll never be able to watch a film again without analysing it and considering how 
it was made and why. You will enjoy a wide variety of film styles from around the world.
If you like working in a group then this is for you, as you will have the opportunity to create a film, 
planning, filming and editing on IMacs.

What will I study in Year 9?

The main features of this GCSE are:

• A chance for students to explore both popular mainstream and independent films as well as Global cinema.
• The current films being studied are: Submarine (2010), Rabbit Proof Fence (2002), Hurt Locker (2008), Invasion 

of the Bodysnatchers (1956), ET (1982) and Let the Right One In (2008). 
• There are opportunities to plan and make film sequences and screenplays. 
• 
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Dance
Dance in Year 9 will give you the opportunity to develop the skills that you have learnt so far in PE 
and Year 8 option Dance even further.  You will have one lesson per week which will incorporate 
both practical and theory so there will be plenty of variety on a weekly basis.  This course will 
help you to improve as a performer and a choreographer while allowing you to access a range 
of professional dance pieces that will broaden your ideas and thoughts of what can be achieved 
through Dance.

What will I study in Year 9?

In Year 9 you will study a range of Dance styles including contemporary, hip hop, ballet, samba, capoeira and folk.  
You will look at how Dance has evolved through the years from lindy hop to TikTok and everything in between! You 
will also develop your understanding of Dance performance and choreography skills by using these in response to a 
range of different themes including Musicals, Dance Films and ‘Nutcracker!’ while also challenging your creativity by 
learning how to use props and contact in Dance.

How would this progress into Year 10 and 11?

In theory lessons, you will learn about the six set professional works: A Linha Curva, Artificial Things, Infra, Within 
Her Eyes, Shadows and Emancipation of Expressionism. You will analyse the use of choreographic processes, 
choreographic devices, lighting, set, costume, accompaniment and movement material in each piece. This 
knowledge will then be applied to exam-style questions. You will also develop your skills to answer long answer 
questions in relation to your own practical work as well as the professional works.
In practical lessons, you will develop your performance and choreography skills further. You will also learn the two 
solo dances and group performance piece required for your GCSE practical exam. At the start of Year 11, you will be 
introduced to your choreography questions and devise either a group or solo piece of choreography.

Students are assessed over two components: 
•
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PE
PE allows you to develop and strengthen your practical ability in a range of sports and physical 
activities as well as learning and understanding the theoretical and biological workings of a variety 
of skills. The course will equip you with a range of transferable skills that will be an asset for further 
education in the field of Sport, Fitness, Health and Well-being. 

What will I study in Year 9?

The programme of study will cover a range of sports related topics including:
• Components of Fitness
• Fitness Tests
• Warm ups and cool downs
• Training Methods

How would this progress into Year 10 and 11?

GCSE PE is comprised of practical and theory elements:

• Theory (60%)
• Practical (40%)

Practical: Pupils will take part in a range of practical lessons which cover a wide variety of different sports and 
physical activities.

Pupils top 3 sporting activities count towards their overall grade:

• 1 x team sport
• 1 x individual sport
• 1 x team OR individual

AEP - Students also have to conduct a coursework task that involves analysing, evaluating and improving a sporting 
activity of their choice.

Theory: 2 x 1 hour written examinations based on a range of topics taught over the 2 years. Examinations are 
comprised of a range of question styles including multiple choice, labelling and short and longer, written style 
answer questions.

What skills will I need?

• Practical skills in a variety of sports and physical activities
• Literacy skills to construct examination answers and  

coursework analysis
• Communication skills to take part in class discussions
• Problem-solving and strategic thinking
•
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Lessons will be mainly classroom based where you will learn new content and apply it to either written coursework or 
exam questions. Dependent on the unit being studies there maybe some practical lessons too.
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Sociology
Sociology is a subject that will help you to explain the things that are happening around you. 
Sociology is the study of modern society and involves looking at changes that are happening in 
relation to a variety of issues that affect you e.g. family, education, crime, media.
Some of the issues we will deal with in sociology include:
• Why has the divorce rate increased?
• Why have girls overtaken boys in education?
• Why do people commit crimes?
• Why do some social groups have poorer life experience than others?
• What are the solutions to poverty in society?
If you enjoy subjects like history, geography, religious studies and PSHE then this is a subject you 
will find interesting.
Sociology will help you to develop many useful skills such as:
• Evaluating an argument - You will be presented with a variety of explanations for what is 

happening in society and you must learn to challenge and support these with evidence. 
• Interpretation of data - You will learn how to take relevant information from a variety of 

sociological sources, such as statistics, newspaper reports and case studies.

What will I study in Year 9?

During your time studying sociology in Year 9 you will look at key issues in sociology. This includes looking at a number of 
current issues in society such as:

How would this progress into Year 10 and 11?

If you continue studying sociology you will study each of the following topics in greater depth and these make up your final 
exams:

What skills will I need?

To achieve GCSE Sociology you will need:
• Good reading skills
• Good writing skills
• The ability to explain your ideas clearly and concisely
• An open mind and a willingness to listen to a range of viewpoints
• An interest in current affairs would be helpful

What happens in lessons?

GCSE Sociology lessons are varied. You may:
• Gather evidence to support or challenge an argument
• Debate an issue
• Work in groups to produce a presentation

For more information, please contact Mrs E. Lucchesi (elucchesi@wickersley.net)

• The influence of the media
• Immigration
• Inequality and discrimination
• The role of religion and beliefs 

• The changing nature of crime
• Political systems
• Population change

Year 10
• Sociological theories and research methods 
• The sociology of families
• The sociology of education

Year 11
•  The sociology of crime and deviance
• 
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Religious Studies
Religious Studies offers you the opportunity to study a range of highly topical and controversial 
issues. It encourages you to think and debate about how and why people respond to ethical issues 
in everyday society.  You do not have to be religious to take Religious Studies and it is not about 
making you believe in any viewpoint. Instead, you need to be prepared to listen to other peoples 
viewpoints and find out why people believe what they do, as well as considering important issues 
that affect everyone.  You will also be encouraged to consider your viewpoint on a range of issues 
and develop the ability to justify your opinion both verbally and in written form. 

What will I study in Year 9?

The course focuses on both religious and non-religious attitudes towards society and a range of ethical and 
philosophical issues. Here is an example of some topics you may study:
• Existence of God, gods and ultimate reality (e.g. Does a god exist?)
• Peace and conflict (e.g. can a war ever be justified?)
• Crime and punishment (e.g. should the death penalty be allowed?)
• Religion, human rights and social justice (e.g. should females be allowed to be religious leaders?)
• Life and death (e.g. what happens, if anything, when we die?)
• Religious and cultural rituals (e.g. what customs are used to mark a child becoming an adult?)
Throughout the Year 9 course, you will build upon the Knowledge and Understanding (KAU), Personal Opinion and 
Debate (POD) skills which you will have developed during Year 7 and 8 and begin to develop the skills required for 
the GCSE course should you chose to continue with the subject.

How would this progress into Year 10 and 11?

We study the Pearson/Edexcel Religious Studies B course; this involves learning about the viewpoints of two religions 
(Christianity and Islam) and also non-religious viewpoints (atheist and humanist).  We look at a range of topics:
• Christian and Muslim beliefs 
• Living the Christian and Muslim life 
• Marriage and the family
• Matters of life and death
• Crime and punishment
• Peace and conflict
You will be assessed at the end of the two-year course via two examinations:
50% Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 minutes (Religion and Ethics)
50% Paper 2 – 1 hour 45 minutes (Religion Peace and Conflict)

What skills will I need?

You will need good skills in the following:
• Independence of mind and initiative
• Interpreting, analysing and evaluating information
• Communication skills
• Developing and defending different arguments
If you like learning about different peoples opinions and why 
people behave in the way they do this is the subject for you!

What happens in lessons?

Religious Studies lessons are varied. You may learn about a 
specific belief system (both religious and non-religious) - why 
someone holds the view they do and how this belief affects their 
daily life/behaviour. You may also gather evidence to support or 
challenge an argument, debate an issue and assess sources of 
information or work in groups to produce a presentation. 

For more information, please contte a1ation. 
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Computer Science
Computer Science emphasizes the understanding of computer technology and the science behind 
how computer systems work. Students will develop an understanding of the fundamentals of 
computer systems, including the components inside computer systems, the way data is stored, 
processed and transferred, computer networks and computer programming.

What will I study in Year 9?

• HTML & CSS - The fundamentals of web development and skills to create a basic web page.
• Hardware & Software - Understanding the different components that make up a computer system and how 

hardware and software work together.
• Algorithms & Flowcharts - Designing algorithms using flowcharts and pseudocode. Understanding key 

algorithms for searching and sorting data
• Python Programming - Writing computer programs in Python
• Computer Networks - The hardware required to create a network

How would this progress into Year 10 and 11?

In Year 10 and 11, you will build on the skills and knowledge from Year 9 and cover additional topics. The GCSE 
course is split into two components.  
Component 1, computer systems, covers topics including systems architecture, memory and storage, networks and 
security.  
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